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These are the opinions that we have; time will
shed more light on them. It is difficult for the
Faith to remain alive in these countries, unless we
have a place which may be, as it were, the center of
all our Missions; whence we can send the Preachers
of the Gospel into the Nations who are spread abroad
in all these regions; arid where we can assemble
from time to time, in order to confer there on the
means which God will supply to us for procuring his
glory, and on the light that he shall give us for that
purpose. This house of Sainte Marie, where we
have been until now, was at the most advantageous
location that we could have chosen for this purpose,
wherever we [91] might have been. But, affairs
being in the condition in which we see them now, it
would be but rashness in us to dwell in a forsaken
place, whence the Hurons had retired, and where
the Algonquins were unable to have further trade;
not one would come to see us there, unless the Ene-
mies, who would discharge upon us alone the whole
weight of their hostility. Consequently, we are
resolved to follow our flock, and to flee with the
fleeing, since we do not live here for ourselves, but
for the salvation of souls, and for the conversion of
these Peoples.

But the Huron villages, which have become scat-
tered, have taken various routes in their flight,—-
some having fled to the mountains where dwell those
whom we call the Tobacco Nation, where three of
our Fathers were cultivating, this last winter, three
separate Missions; others having taken their stand
on an Island which we name St. Joseph Island,13

where we began, nearly a year ago, a new Mission;
others, finally, having the intention of going into the


